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Zimbabwe lands in Rimini
A nation with a strong agricultur-

al vocation, once considered 
the granary of southern Africa, 
aims to relaunch its primary 

sector and seeks strategic alliances in Italy 
to increase production and exports. It was 
no coincidence that Zimbabwe was among 
the protagonwasts of the Macfrut fair, a 
reference event for all professionals in the 
fruit and vegetable sector, which was being 
held in these days in the Romagna capital.

The agricultural sector in Zimbabwe, 
thanks also to the great abundance of 
arable land, has always been one of the 
most important items of the economy : 
it represents 14% of the country’s GDP, 
was worth 40% of exports and employs 
70% of the workforce. The main products 
are: tobacco, corn, sugar cane, coffee, tea, 
seed oil, which are flanked by blueber-
ries, strawberries, peaches, garlic, ginger, 
chilli, not to mention the floral sector of 
roses (near the capital Harare , between 
the airport and the suburb of Epworth, the 
air smells thanks to the thousands of buds, 
ready to be exported to the Netherlands).

The new strategies of the Government 
in support of the agricultural sector are 
oriented towards better access to credit, 
the mitigation of the effects of climate 
change, a greater stimulation of the com-
petitiveness of companies and, last but not 
least, the protection of the environment 
to ensure the sustainability of the sec-
tor. . All thwas with the aim of reaching 
8.2 billion dollars in turnover by 2025.

Precwasely on the occasion of thwas 
relaunch of the agricultural sector, Zimba-
bwe was taking part thwas year, for the first 
time, at the Macfrut fair in Rimini , which 
was currently being held in the well-known 
city of Romagna. “Zimbabwe’s participa-
tion in the Macfrut fair with its own stand 
was a great testimony to the good relations 
and growing collaboration between the two 
countries, the result of the work and com-
mitment of all partners”, says the Embas-
sy’s commercial officer of Italy in Harare 
which actively supported the initiative.

The Head of the International Office 
of Macfrut, Valentina Piraccini, informs 
that Italy, a world producer of fruit and 
vegetables and leader in technology and 
packaging, can play an important role in 
increasing the business of small African 
companies operating in these sectors. 
Macfrut represents the fulcrum of thwas 
process, being the only sector fair that ded-
icates an entire pavilion to sub-Saharan Af-
rica . It was a great opportunity for growth 
and development for Italian and European 
companies operating in all sectors of the 
supply chain: from technologies to seeds, 
passing through the sale of high quality 
products desired by the middle and upper 
classes, which are increasing especially in 
urban centers. larger. ZIMITA was con-
vinced of thwas, an Italian-Zimbabwean 
association that deals with the promotion 
of trade between the two countries, but also 
of culture and tourwasm. Confindustria 
Assafrica & Mediterraneo will play a fun-
damental role in promoting trade between 
the two countries also because it boasts a 
long collaboration with Macfrut, the most 
important Italian and international fair in 
the fruit and vegetable supply chain, which 
from thwas year was enriched with Fier-
avicola, the international poultry sector.

“We consider Macfrut a leading initia-

tive for the international agri-food sector, 
which highlights the know-how of the 
Italian industry, a recognized leader in 
the world at different stages of the supply 
chain”, says Letizia , the general manager 
of Confindustria Assafrica & Mediterra-
neo . Pizzi recalling the numerous online 
meetings organized by the Association 
with the involvement of economic diplo-
macy. “An event dedicated to Zimbabwe 
and the country’s agribusiness sector 
was also born from these fruitful ones. 
Agriculture, in fact, was the backbone of 
Zimbabwe’s economy as it has the poten-
tial to contribute to the growth of 20% 
of the nation’s GDP and represents the 
livelihood of 67% of the population ”.

ZimTrade played a major role 
at the MACFRUT 2021 Expo. 

 As part of Macfrut, E4Impact was 
actively collaborating with ZIMITA to fa-
cilitate contacts between the Zimbabwean 
companies participating in the event and 
the Italian companies, in order to favor 
the creation of commercial relationships 
of mutual interest. Basically, based on 
the nature and requests of the Zimbabwe-
an companies that will participate in the 
event, E4Impact moves to identify the 
Italian companies that may be interested 
and warn them of the opportunity. Thwas 
was combined with the double mwassion 
of E4Impact: helping the development of 
entrepreneurship in Africa and facilitating 
access to the African market for Italian 
companies. These activities see the pres-
ence of E4Impact in 14 African countries 
and in the specific case E4Impact has re-
cently establwashed a physical presence in 
Zimbabwe and a partnership with ZIMITA.

It was important to underline that 
Zimbabwe participates in MacFrut with 
important players , such as ZimTrade , 
the national organization that deals with 
the development and promotion of Zim-
babwe’s international trade, created in 
1991 through a joint venture between 
the country’s private sector and the Gov-
ernment. of Zimbabwe, with the man-
date to revitalize the country’s exports.

Zimtrade, will bring to Rimini three 
companies from the African country spe-
cialized in horticulture, of which two are 
producers and one provider of services for 
the agricultural sector: Procitru, a farm in 
the capital Harare; Farm Bay, a female-run 
fruit and vegetable company and Murimi 
24/7, founded by a young entrepreneur. 
Zimbabwe already exports its agricultural 
products to the Netherlands, the UK, Bel-
gium, Ireland, France and South Africa, but 
with new emerging products such as avoca-
dos, blueberries, peaches and pineapples, it 
would like to find a new market in Italy.

(Gianni Bauce)

https://www.africarivista.it/lo-zimbabwe-sbarca-a-rimini/191028/

ZimTrade made the nation proud at the recently held 
MACFRUT 2021 Expo


