
www.thebusinessconnect.co.zw

Page 1122 - 28 October 2021

Italy, Zim relations hailed
THE Zimbabwe Invest-

ment Development 
Authority (ZIDA) has 

been encouraged by the vari-
ous inquiries made by inves-
tors on the country’s mining, 
agriculture and manufacturing 
sectors - at the ongoing Expo 
2020 Dubai – and is hope-
ful of sealing mega deals in 
the first quarter of next year.

 Speaking in an interview, an 
official from ZIDA expressed 
optimism about the country’s 
ability to lure investment.

 “Out of the 122 inquiries 
received since the expo began, 
Mining is topping the list fol-
lowed by Agriculture and Man-
ufacturing. We are deriving a lot 
of value from our participation 
at the expo and hope to sign 
deals and secure investment by 
March 2022,” said the official.

 The official paid homage 
to the ties between Zimbabwe 
and Italy, citing that the Afri-
ca-UAE-Italy gave a huge in-
sight to opportunities that can 
be derived from the associa-
tion with the European nation.

 “Our attendance at the Afri-
ca-UAE-Italy meeting gave us 
valuable insights into the level of 
interest that Italy has in invest-

ing in Africa. We managed to 
network and exchange contacts 
with potential investors who we 
are following up as we speak.

 “We greatly appreci-
ate our relationship with the 
Italian Embassy in Harare 
and hope to welcome Ital-
ian Investors soon,” he said.

 ZimTrade export promotion 
officer, Renwick Wachenyu-
ka, concurred with his ZIDA 
counterpart praising the na-
tion’s relations with the Italian 
business community and com-
plementing ZIMITA’s efforts in 
opening new markets for Zim-
babwean commodities in Italy.

 “The Africa-UAE Italy semi-
nar highlighted the commitment 
of Italian business people and 
investors to do business with Af-
rican countries like Zimbabwe. 
As ZimTrade, we appreciate the 
good business relationship that 
exists between ourselves and the 
Italian embassy in Zimbabwe.

 “Through the embassy and 
ZIMITA, we have managed to 
facilitate local companies in the 
horticulture sector to exhibit 
their product offering at McFruit 
trade show in Italy, where they 
managed to clinch an export 
market Zimbabwean produce 

such as mange tout peas, avo-
cado’s, blueberries and organic 
pineapples,” said Wachenyuka.

 He added that the nation 

would continue leveraging 
on the synergies that exist 
in Italy, as the country bids 

to increase exports of Zim-
babwean products into Italy.

The E4Impact Alliance 
at Expo 2020 Dubai

The E4Impact Alliance has a vi-
sion to be the largest Pan-African 
community of universities with a 

recognised brand that promotes impact 
entrepreneurship across the Continent and 
beyond. Participation in the EXPO 2020 in 
Dubai (United Arab Emirates) was an ideal 
goal to achieve this vision. EXPO 2020 is 
the World’s largest event where countries 
showcase their culture, innovations, and 
vision of the future. In this framework, the 
Italian Government invited E4Impact to 
host an event at the Italian Pavilion. They 
took this occasion to display the work of 
Alliance and to look for partners. They 
hosted an event that took place on Octo-
ber 14, 2021. The delegation composed of 
Prof. Wondwosen Tamrat, President of St. 
Mary’s University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 

as Co-Chair of the Alliance; Fabio Petroni, 
E4Impact Director of Programmes, repre-
senting the team in Milan; David Chebo-
ryot, E4Impact East Africa Area Manager, 
in his capacity as the leading person for 
the E4Impact Entrepreneurship Centres. 
The event was a success as the Italian 
Commissioner to EXPO 2020 was greatly 
impressed by the Alliance and extended an 
invitation to them to join the flagship proj-
ect of the Italian Government for EXPO 
2020: the establishment of a new digital 
campus where students can find innova-
tive courses and content and universities 
can connect globally. This is a great oc-
casion for Alliance Members to enter the 
digital education space as well as to ac-
quire a leadership position in this space. 


