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Foreword

Another modular year is drawing to 
a close and we are please to inform you 
that modular construction solutions have 
gained in popularity, not only for their ob-
vious advantages, but also for their har-
monies with healthier worldviews and 
the transformation from linear to circular 
economic models.
The Czech Republic celebrated its cen-
tennial in 2018 and we were active partic-
ipants in commemorating this milestone. 
Our CITY modules were right in the middle 
of things on Wenceslas Square in Prague 
as well as in other locations. We see this 
as a huge windfall, both for our company 
and for the popularization modular struc-
tures. The EXPO 2015 Czech modular pa-
vilion was also relocated back to Vizovice, 
where it now houses our head offices. 
The spotlight on the advantages of the 
modular structure continues to shine with 
increasing brilliance in this dynamic age 
of change. Modular systems can quickly 
and effectively resolve housing issues for 
young families, senior citizens and also for 
students. If and when competent legisla-
tors step up to the plate to address this 
challenge, and this applies to Germany 
as well, attractive solutions will present 
themselves. In addition to providing effi-
cient solutions to issues connected with 
living spaces, schooling and business 

activities, the off-site building system 
also offers much desired sustainability, 
which has been conclusively demonstrat-
ed through the aforementioned relocation 
of the EXPO pavilion.
The economy has flourished in the past 
year, which is reflected in the very low un-
employment rate.  We are pleased to have 
succeeded in stabilizing the workforce 
throughout the entire group of KOMA 
companies known as the KOMA FAMILY. 
The KOMA FAMILY (KOMA Modular, KOMA 
Rent, KOMA Slovakia, KOMA Space and, 
new to the group, KOMA Facade) incor-
porates diverse activities and offers at-
tractive solutions in collaboration, thus 
fulfilling our mission – to help the people 
and to enrich the world. I believe we will 
enrich the field of modular construction 
with ready designs and clever interactive 
systems in the New Year. This will be evi-
denced with a new Fashion Line designed 
to meet the demands of the time – it will 
connect elegance of design with purpose 
and function. 
I am very grateful to our clients for their 
continuing patronage and the stimuli they 
provide to push us forward. I also thank 
our staff, who help us materialize our vi-
sions. 

→ Stanislav Martinec

Dear business partners,
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Modular 
Architecture 
for a Better 
Future

More efficient and environmentally re-
sponsible practises and procedures are 
constantly being developed in all fields 
of business in accordance with current 
trends. In civil engineering, modular struc-
tures are no exception.
Modular buildings are used for various 
purposes from commercial through mu-
nicipal and humanitarian uses to pop-up 
architecture and many others. Their ad-

vantages are indisputable and appeal to 
progressive investors. The issue of de-
ciding on the best sort of structure is 
not merely a comparison of modular and 
traditional buildings and the promise of 
the economic advantages that modu-
lar buildings bring – the question is also 
connected with sustainability and quality 
of life. Modular structures provide us an 
opportunity to be friendlier to the envi-



Modular Architecture for a Better Future

ronment we live in. Traditional structures 
are responsible for massive amounts of 
waste throughout the world. In contrast, 
modular structures encourage circular 
economic activity facilitating conditions 
for ideal materials management. Simply 
said, the solution involves the reuse of 
materials that have served their purpose 
to serve new purposes – waste becomes 
a source of material and, thus, build-

ing-life-cycle flows are closed in favour 
of long-lasting, repeating cycles. As the 
modular structure can be reinstalled and 
used repeatedly for other purposes, there 
may be no need for a demolition. Waste-
ful use of resources and labour, including 
environmental monitoring, can be signifi-
cantly reduced.
The future is beginning now – be in – be 
modular.
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Is There a Solution 
to the Poor State 
of the Housing 
Market?

Looking at statistics, it is obvious that, by 
and large, Czechs prefer to have owner-
ship of their housing – among EU countries 
the Czech Republic is near the bottom of 
the pack in terms of the predominance 
of rented accommodation usage. Howev-
er, the current situation in the real estate 
market is not favourable. Over the past 
few years, the Czech real estate market 
has been among the fastest growing in 
Europe. Prices of new buildings in Prague 
may even approach the 100-thousand-
per-square-meter point.
Banks are tightening mortgage conditions 
and, according to some experts, they 
are now out of reach for nearly one third 
of applicants. This especially concerns 
young people needing financing for their 
first home. The only solution is to put 
up a parent’s home as collateral. In the 
worse case, loans from private lending 
companies can lead to debt traps. When 
applicants do manage to arrange a mort-
gage, instalments, especially when real 

estate is purchased in a larger centre, 
may amount to 70% of an individual’s in-
come or 50% of a household budget. How 
does one make ends meet? Is the situa-
tion really so hopeless? 
Although prices will probably not continue 
to rise forever, perhaps it is time to reas-
sess traditional approaches to accom-
modation along with other options that 
modernity has made possible. One such 
modern alternative housing concept sur-
passes other common solutions in many 
respects.
For instance, a properly designed modular 
building can be up to 30% less expensive 

– this does not even take into account 
future savings gained due to quick and 
efficient additions over the course of time. 
Initial housing requirements can be met at 
a lower cost, which can then be used as 
a foundation for future step-by-step ex-
pansions according to the owner’s needs. 
As with any building, you can probably not 
just erect a modular family home in a city 



Is There a Solution to the Poor State of the Housing Market?

centre but, as a dwelling on a private plot 
of land, this sounds like a much better 
solution…
There are also other ways alternative 
housing may contrast to the present 
conditions in the real estate market. The 

“baugruppe” approach is worth mention-
ing where financing and construction of 
a dwelling unit are shared by a community 
of future occupants from the very begin-
ning instead of a developer. “Cohousing” 
is another possibility where a community 
of neighbours lay stress on interperson-
al relationships in parallel with the main-
tenance of personal independence, but 
maybe we will speak more about this next 
time.
This day and age simply affords us plen-
ty of interesting possibilities – the afore-
mentioned only provide a glimpse of what 
the future has to offer.
We believe the solution to “the real es-
tate crisis” exists and only small barriers 
remain – we must re-evaluate traditional 

practices and attitudes and open up to 
new opportunities.
Our mission is to be a catalyst in this pro-
cess of enlightenment; therefore, this ar-
ticle is a forerunner to a new concept for 
the next Bulletin.

Be sure to look out for it!

Is There a Solution 
to the Poor State 
of the Housing 
Market?

↓
Housing solution in Paris 
– a modular dwelling unit



The award-winning Czech pavilion from 
the EXPO 2015 International Exhibition 
in Milan, which we created in coopera-
tion with CHYBIK+KRISTOF Architectural 
Studio, has returned home. Having been 
awarded the bronze medal for architec-
ture and many other acknowledgements 
by visitors and the media, the public 
may now see the pavilion on the com-
pany’s grounds. The grand opening took 
place on 29 September 2018 during Ar-
chitecture Days. 
Although the former exhibition pavilion 
serves as an administrative building, its 

basic appearance has been preserved. 
However, the building had to be insulated 
to be functional in local weather condi-
tions and fortified to stand for dozens of 
years to come.
Architects from the Olgoj Chorchoj Stu-
dio successfully completed the metamor-
phoses of the interior. The space is har-
monized in an industrial approach. There 
is no gypsum plasterboard – steel, wood 
and glass feature prominently. It is a trib-
ute to Tomáš Baťa – perhaps he would 
envision his company headquarters just 
this way if he were alive today.

From EXPO Back 
to Vizovice: 
New Head Offices 
for KOMA
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The ground floor is accessible to the pub-
lic and, at present, it hosts a showcase of 
Czech and Czechoslovak presentations 
at various EXPOs. The rest of the building 
houses offices, meeting rooms and other 
facilities for personnel.
The arts have also found a home here. 
A spiral canvas featuring colourful motifs 
by Barbora Šlapetová twists through the 
atrium of the staircase from the first floor 
up to the roof – it stands out against the 
industrial backdrop symbolically chroni-
cling our company. At the same time, this 
spiral imagery interlinks with metal effi-

gies of birds by Lukáš Rittstein. One of 
them is located near the building, the sec-
ond is found on the roof complementing 
the lovely herb garden and the outdoor 
seating area, which has a beautiful view 
of the surroundings.
We believe the new building will serve us 
well. If you would like to see it for yourself, 
drop by for a visit in Vizovice – it would be 
our pleasure to give you a personal tour. 

From EXPO Back to Vizovice: New Head Offices for KOMA
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From EXPO Back to Vizovice: New Head Offices for KOMA



Special Sanitary 
Modules Fit 
for Norwegian 
Weather
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Special Sanitary Modules Fit for Norwegian Weather

Norway – a country of fiords, breathtak-
ing landscapes and the northern lights – 
in addition to these natural wonders, you 
can now also find our customized sanitary 
modules. And what makes them so spe-
cial?
They feature unique technical parameters 
easily allowing them to stand up to the 
demands of bitter Norwegian winters. The 
aesthetically pleasing wooden façade is 
striking from the outside. Inside the mod-
ules, there are a number of elements in an 
anti-vandal assembly made from stainless 
steel to bear the fury of northern tempests. 

Moreover, the inner surfaces of the sani-
tary rooms are finished with scuff-resistant 
acrylic paint. The structure consists of two 
adjacent buildings – one for women and the 
second for men. There are 12 washrooms 
with toilets and two washrooms designat-
ed for the disabled in each building. They 
also house two technical rooms and one 
central corridor module with a skylight that 
allows natural lighting.

Thank you to our Norwegian partner, Hibas 
AS, for the outstanding teamwork!

No. of modules
12

Production time
6 weeks

Construction 
time
2 weeks

Functional area
252 m2

CONSTRUCTION 
INFO



No. of modules
33

Production time
2 weeks

Construction 
time
3 weeks

Functional area
594 m2

CONSTRUCTION 
INFO

Modular Football 
Supporters 
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The grass is greener on the other side – 
a KOMA module is a bargain for the game of 
football. Our work on the service building of 
the new football facility in Plzeň-Skvrňany 
has borne out this English proverb.
This borough of Pilsen had a substitute 
stadium constructed to serve the TJ Slo-
van Football Club. The old pitch has had to 
give way to tramway project. A new park-
and-ride lot is to be located there over the 
course of time.
The building we have erected demon-
strates how modular construction may 

be seamlessly incorporated into a given 
environment. The building leads directly 
to a grandstand for about 300 fans and 
other facilities.
The building comprises offices, changing 
rooms, shower stalls and other auxiliary 
rooms for athletes and personnel as well 
as fans. 
The hometown fans surely appreciate hav-
ing the facade in the club colours. 

So, here’s to architecture – modular archi-
tecture, that is!



Modular Football Supporters 
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Offices 
on Demand



No. of modules
20

Production time
1 week

Construction 
time
2 weeks

Functional area
360 m2

CONSTRUCTION 
INFO

A new commercial and industrial area is 
being built up near the Central Bohemian 
community of Úžice, which is to be the larg-
est logistics centre in the Czech Republic. 

Also we did our bit. Using twenty modules 
we erected modern office spaces that will 
provide pleasant and representative auxil-
iary rooms for this industrial park.

Offices on Demand



No. of modules
16

Production time
3 weeks

Construction 
time
4 weeks

Functional area
300 m2

CONSTRUCTION 
INFO
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Further evidence that modular architecture 
provides solutions for highly varied types 
of structural needs can be found at the 
private dental clinic in the German town of 
Genseke. The investor went modular mainly 
for speed, efficiency and accelerated re-
turns on investment.

The dental clinic, with dimensions total-
ling 300 square meters, boasts a spacy 
reception office, eight consulting rooms, 
a surgery for minor operations, a dental 
prosthetics lab, and a recovery room for 
children after anaesthesia.

Sinking Our 
Teeth into 
a Dental Clinic
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KOMA Facade
– A New Name, 
New Opportunities

In spite of the fact that “a rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet”, we renamed 
our DOSTING subsidiary to KOMA Façade 
last year. They, thus, became a member of 
the KOMA Family in name. This caused a bit 
confusion and scepticism but, in the end, 
we overcame the challenges and we were 
able to get to work with the aim of fulfilling 
newly set goals and visions.

Proof of the fact that we have risen to the 
test is demonstrated in the projects in 
progress and those planned for the future. 
For this year and next, we have concluded 
several contracts and we are experienc-
ing even more demand than we are accus-
tomed to. In addition, we have success-
fully finalized an order for the delivery of 
construction material for a Visionary luxury 
office complex in Prague for the investor, 
Skanska Property Czech Republic. The 

excellence of the work rendered for this 
project demonstrates our skills in supply 
management and bulk material process-
ing. Currently, we are in the final stage of 
an additional building in the Schwan Cos-
metics production facilities in Český Krum-
lov. We were also actively working on the 
re-deployment of the EXPO pavilion at the 
headquarters of our KOMA Modular parent 
company in Vizovice, where it now serves 
as an administrative building.

Although there have not been as many col-
laborative projects for the KOMA Family as 
we would have liked this year, the future 
looks very promisingly. In cooperation with 
KOMA Modular and KOMA Slovakia, we 
stepping up for other new projects as the 
KOMA Family 

 → Renata Vlková, KOMA FACADE
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KOMA Facade – A New Name, New Opportunities

KOMA Facade
– A New Name, 
New Opportunities
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In October of last year, KOMA Rent, in close 
collaboration with KOMA Modular, relo-
cated a large dining-room assembly that 
had stood on the Škoda Auto grounds in 
Kvasiny. This assembly had served employ-
ees as temporary dining facilities beginning 
in March 2017.
Another customer, Savencia Fromage & 
Dairy, liked the assembly and wanted it for 
their production employees in Hesov. The 
facility now serves as a new cafeteria for 
dairy products production staff – the com-
pany is well known for Lučina cheeses and 
Pribináček desserts, “the source of health 
from the Sázava River Region”.
The dining room consists of 30 rent mod-
ules. Its disassembly was accomplished 
in 4 days, the modules were transported 

on 16 trucks and the reassembly took  
7 days – the assembly was also fitted with 
air-conditioning equipment. Since the end 
of October, the renovated dining room has 
been back in full operation, so personnel 
have been able to enjoy tasty dishes in the 
ambience of the facility as a whole. The 
unique C3V rental containers with replace-
able walls enable custom alterations ac-
cording to the customer’s wishes.
We thank all of our colleagues who took 
part in this successful activity.

→ Lenka Sarauer, KOMA RENT
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KOMA at the 
Source of Health 
in the Sázava 
River Region
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The decision of the company manage-
ment to set up a sister company, KOMA 
SLOVAKIA, in Slovakia in 2005 has proven 
to be a good one. KOMA SLOVAKIA has 
gained a leading position in the branch of 
modular construction in the country. They 
implement orders from KOMA modules 
for multinational companies, e.g. from 
the automotive or food service industries. 
They help to resolve capacity issues in 
the educational system, sport facilities 
and, very often, they also provide modular 
housing structures. Although the head 

office is in Nitra, KOMA modules are sold 
or rented throughout Slovakia. As of this 
year, KOMA SLOVAKIA is also able to of-
fer products from their sister company, 
KOMA FAÇADE. There is as very favour-
able symbiotic relationship between mod-
ular construction and building veneers.
We believe that KOMA SLOVAKIA will per-
severe under the glare of popular acclaim 
for many years to come and, in the future, 
it will continue to live up to popular expec-
tations while setting new trends.
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KOMA SLOVAKIA: 
Leader in Modular 
Construction 
in Slovakia



KOMA SLOVAKIA: Leader in Modular Construction in Slovakia

KOMA SLOVAKIA: 
Leader in Modular 
Construction 
in Slovakia



Our sister company, KOMA AUSTRIA, in-
troduced advantages of modular con-
struction to representatives of Austrian, 
German and Swiss companies at MOD-
ULBAU, a professional conference. The 
first modular buildings have also arrived 
in traditionally conservative Austria.
What do Lego and Henry Ford have in 
common? At modular building system 
presentations, they are both most com-
monly applied as examples of innovative 
approaches to the changes in traditional 
construction. In Austria as well as in other 
countries, civil engineering is among the 
fields with the lowest levels of productiv-
ity and digital innovation.
According to statistics, 70% of projects 
are implemented with a huge time delays, 
50% come in over the original budget, and 
on average buildings have 18 serious de-

fects. Together with new trends towards 
the urbanization of dwellings and environ-
mental protection, the dubious character 
of traditional construction creates oppor-
tunities for the promotion of modular sys-
tems. And, according to the participants 
of the 2nd annual MODULBAU Conference, 
this has huge potentials for application 
and innovation in Austria.
The most visible local example of the pro-
motion of modularity is a project featuring 
temporary auxiliary rooms for the Austrian 
Federal Parliament. Lukas Lang Building 
Technologies built three buildings in the 
heart of Vienna, Hofburg, from modular 
wooden components. At the conference, 
modular dwelling unit projects, centres 
for seniors and auxiliary hospital buildings, 
were presented. Whether wood, steel or 
a combination, the use of prefabricated 
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KOMA AUSTRIA 
Offers Different 
Modules



modules from individualized serial pro-
duction is the same.
Examples of applications of innovative 
construction systems are occurring with 
more and more frequency even in the 
public sector. KOMA AUSTRIA is currently 
working on the submission of a tender 
proposal for the supply of a modular pae-
diatric psychology outpatient facility for 
in Wilhelmienenspital in the 16th Vienna 
district.
This favourable trend and growing market 
niches are huge opportunities for KOMA. 
We are introducing a special line of C4A 
rental modules in 2019. While competing 
Austrian companies are solely focussed 
on customers’ time demands, KOMA can 
offer an effective, custom-design solution 
corresponding to the installation’s unique 
functional requirements and, moreover, 

an edifice comparable to a permanent 
structure. A customer’s temporary re-
quirements need not undermine function-
al requirements. Using Czech and Slovak 
market experience, the KOMA FAMILY 
group will also draw in new customers to 
purchase modular buildings and facades. 
Our market focus should be made clear in 
the company name – we have, therefore, 
petitioned Austrian authorities for their 
consent to use a geographic designa-
tion – KOMA SPACE would be changed 
to KOMA AUSTRIA. We hope the quality 
of KOMA modules and the efficiencies of 
modular construction will also win over 
demanding Austrian clients.

→ Martina Konecká, KOMA AUSTRIA

KOMA AUSTRIA Offers Different Modules



2018 offered a whole series of interesting 
cultural events. Our CITY modules, which 
are more and more popular thanks to their 
variability, were present at many of these 
events.
Let us break this down. It had already be-
come a tradition over the course of time 
that, at the end of April, Zlín is crammed 
with our CITY modules during Zlin De-
sign Week, which is organized by stu-
dents of the local Tomáš Baťa University. 
As in previous years, it was similar last 
year and our modules provided space 
for various artistic installations and pre-
sentations of design brands. At the same 
time, three modules found their way to 
Olomouc to appear at The International 
Festival of Popular-Science Films, AFO. 
During the month of May, nine modules 
served as a unique pop-up exposition at 
Sdílko in Ostrava. A multi-floor assembly 
of the Mini Lighthouse breathed life into 
Wenceslas Square in Prague serving as 

an info point at the Prague Spring Music 
Festival. The biggest spring event for our 
CITY modules was The Zlín Film Festival. 
As May turned to June one could find 39 
modules including design workshops and 
Lighthouse assemblies in the centre of 
Zlín, which were used as auxiliary rooms 
for Czech Television. 
Summer definitely offered far more. Our 
CITY modules paid a visit to Carlsbad, for 
example, and despite this being a spa 
town, there was no relaxing there. They 
repeatedly played an important role as 
the control centre for Czech Television 
at the renowned film festival. There was 
also a modular assembly for BMW auto-
mobiles on-site with a custom facade 
made of Cetris and plywood designed 
by the Olgoj Chorchoj Studio.
Meanwhile, The Lighthouse was moved 
to South Moravian Summer in Uherské 
Hradiště. Other modules could be seen on 
the main squares in Otrokovice, Kroměříž, 

CITY Modules 
and Cultural 
Events
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→
Zlin 
Design 
Week
2018



at the Lipno Dam and in Prague. They 
were also present at Colours of Ostrava 
and at the Barum Rally in Zlín. They paid 
visits abroad as well – four units were 
in Trenčianské Teplice and others could 
be found in the Bešeňová and Tatralandia 
waterparks.
Autumn did not diminish the use of CITY 
modules. At Anděl in Prague they provid-
ed exhibition space to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of Czech occupation by 
the Warsaw Pact armies and they were 
also at Designblock – the largest design 
event in Central Europe.
They sparkled at the Light Fest at The 
Prague Signal Festival, but also at The 

Světlo Valmez Festival of Light for the first 
time. The Lighthouse jazzed up the histor-
ical square in Jihlava at the largest doc-
umentary film festival in Europe, Ji-Hlava, 
and, in October, CITY modules travelled 
again to our capital city where they were 
a part of the centennial festivities cele-
brating the founding of Czechoslovakia. 

You can soak up the festive atmosphere 
with our modules at Christmas markets 
in the winter in towns such as Brno and 
others throughout the country.

CITY Modules and Cultural Events

↓
Film Festival
in Carlsbad
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↓
Ji–Hlava, 
Film Festival 
in Jihlava

→
Zlin 
Design 
Week
2018



We Celebrated the Czech Centennial

We Celebrated 
the Czech 
Centennial

In October, together with Czech Radio we 
celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 
establishment of independent Czecho-
slovakia. On the occasion of the centen-
nial jubilee, Czech Radio organized an 
exhibition called The Stairs of the Time 
on Wenceslas Square in Prague. The ten 
decades commemorated, known as the 
octal years, were oftentimes momentous 
for our nation. The whole exposition was 
located inside a building assembled from 

CITY KOMA modules – there was also an 
observation deck at the public’s disposal 
to get a view of Wenceslas Square from 
an unusual perspective. In addition to 
a survey of the highlights of each de-
cade, this exposition also offered select-
ed statements from Czech personalities 
and the possibility to travel back in time 
with the help of historic recordings from 
Czech Radio archives.



A Word from 
the Designers
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The deconstruction EXPO 2015 Czech pavilion and 
its subsequent re-employment as an administrative 
building took long hours of honest work from the 
design level up to the completion. 
The successful Czech pavilion was designed by the 
CHYBIK+KRISTOF Studio in Brno; its transformation 
into the KOMA administrative building was elabo-
rated by architects from the Olgoj Chorchoj Studio 
under the leadership of the project’s chief architect, 
Jan Šrámek. The artistic installations inside and out-
side the building were created by the duo of Barbora 
Šlapetová and Lukáš Rittstein. We questioned some 
of the designers.



A Word from the Designers



→ The installation of The Bird of Paradise, 
on which you cooperated with Lukáš 
Rittstein, runs literally through the whole 
building. Do you ordinarily create such 
massive installations or was this, in a way, 
unique?

In certain sense it is a unique artwork. Al-
though Lukas and I have done many col-
laborative (also monumental) exhibitions 
and installations, it was quasi “parallel 
together” each time, each of us along 
our own lines. Our works of art – using 
various media (sculptures for Lukas, and 
paints, films, photos or drawings for me) 

– compliment each other. The Bird of Par-
adise is special on the world scale, not 
only with its dimensions but also because 
of its rendering, I mean to say that it isn’t 
possible to speak about the statue alone 
or only about a picture. It is an organ-
ism. We always thought that it would be 
brave and new to interconnect our media 
in full, and here this idea has succeed-
ed uncompromisingly. From a statue of 
a bird arising from a conversion of a half 
of a car – symbolically escaping from 
the pressure of globalization, turning 
away from materialism, and moving up 
to a higher principle, a wave of a paint-

The Czech painter and photographer, who together 
with Lukáš Rittstein, took part in the creation of the 
Czech EXPO 2010 exposition. The two artists joined 
forces to enhance the headquarters of our new head 
offices with a breathtaking artistic installation.

Barbora 
Šlapetová
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work is arising – a cathedral or a tornado 
flying through the building and developing 
into giant surfaces carrying the story of 
the world as it customarily used in renais-
sance cathedrals.

→ The Tornado of Love, which connects 
the languishing couplet of birds com-
prises plenty of picture scenes. Some of 
them are, let’s say, a little bit controversial. 
What is, for instance, the meaning of the 
frog sitting in the lap of some figures?

The stories are symbolic – it’s an attempt 
to materialize the known but also the un-
known world of human beings, which is 
inspired by the stories of faith, science, 
human dreams, the ways of ideas but also 
sagas of primitive humans… Specifically, 

the frog on a penis is inspired by a real 
story from Neolithic-age people in Papua. 
These people told us of a neighbour who 
fished in a river with his bare hands so 
intently that one day a frog jumped onto 
his lap and attached itself hanging onto 
this tender spot so long that he gradu-
ally got used to it. When the frog finally 
jumped off, it left behind a very painful 
blister. The man, thinking he was dying, 
summoned all his strength and pulled out 
a child…and another 11 people were creat-
ed in this way! So, there is a question as 
to how we came about in this world. It is 
a sacrament, the magic of the creation 
and of life, a supernatural story of nature. 
The creation of the life is about love and 
hence this scene simply depicts the jour-
ney of mankind.

A Word from the Designers



→ You helped to transform the Czech 
EXPO pavilion from Milan into our present 
administrative building. How demanding 
was this task? What has to be taken into 
account by an architect?

The movement of such large buildings 
is very rare, in principle, it is only pos-
sible because of the modularity of the 
entire construction. The new location and 
functions of the building in Vizovice are 
completely different from its former use 
in Milan. On the one hand we had to cope 
with technical issues connected with 
differing climate conditions and varying 

functions and uses, on the other hand 
we had to deal with conceptual matters. 
Throughout it all, we had to retain the soul 
of the building, honour the memory the 
customer has of the original, and design 
an interior at the same time that will be 
perfectly functional for the new utilization. 
There is a big difference between an exhi-
bition pavilion and an office building with 
regards to layout and function.
As a result, the project required a large 
amount of re-working of the original con-
cept and layout, which were not usable 
in the new assignment.

An important Czech artistic studio was established 
in 1990 thanks to Michal Froněk and Jan Němeček. 
Since that time they have created highly prized works 
of art ranging from industrial design to furniture to  
architecture.
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Olgoj 
Chorchoj



Therefore, the staircase had to be ro-
tated, more expensive metals and more 
durable material had to be used in order 
to make the building more amenable to 
longer periods of occupancy. The sharp 
colour scheme of the former design was 
replaced with wood layers, metal face 
work, fibreglass, and natural rubber on 
the floors. In contrast to the pavilion in 
Milan, we completely removed gypsum 
plasterboard from interior surfaces.
An exhibition pavilion is designed to serve 
for a very short period and for a one-off 
visit. But a space for long-term use can-
not be built as a stage and constructed 
with surfaces that are good-looking but 
not durable. In an administrative build-
ing, it is necessary to create a pleasant 
ambience for the entire working day, day 
after day. We have created a space that 
does not get boring and that will last for 
a longer period without damage.
We would like to express our thanks to 
the client who understood our thoughts 
wonderfully and, thanks to whom, we 
succeeded in tying the concept into the 
final appearance without any loss of ex-
pression or dynamism, and also without 
significant interference with the build-
ing’s exterior appearance.

→ What is your opinion concerning the fu-
ture of modular architecture?  

Modular architecture will surely be rep-
resented more than it is today. But it will 
not be modular architecture as we have 
known it in the past where the individual 
elements used to be replaced after their 
life cycles. The future is more likely to be 
the preparation of building parts in a pro-
duction facility where a whole range of 
professionals from various fields will take 
part. From that place, a whole piece of 
a building including final surfaces will be 
transported and it will be a simple matter 
of assembling the various components 
on site. It will be then possible to build 
a structure at any time of year – there will 
be no need to worry about technological 
demands due to climate conditions. Con-
struction will be more ecological as the 
transport of materials is one of the most 
polluting processes during construction. 
Thanks to simple installations on site and 
interconnections with the rest of the 
building, construction times will also be 
shortened substantially. Moving buildings, 
as was in the case with our pavilion in 
Milan, will probably never be standard 
procedure.

A Word from the Designers
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CHYBIK
+KRISTOF

This studio from Brno was founded in 2010 by two 
up-and-coming architects, Ondřej Chybík and Michal 
Krištof. At the present time, there is a team of 40 archi- 
tects who reap the rewards one after another.



→ CHYBIK+KRISTOF has become more and 
more popular. But we know, Mr. Krištof, 
you yourself won the first prize in an ar-
chitecture contest. Did this somehow 
help you in your subsequent work? How 
do you remember the beginnings of your 
cooperation with KOMA MODULAR?

After we had finished our studies at the 
faculty and founded our own atelier, it 
helped us – KOMA placed the first real 
order with us. We subsequently engaged 
in long-term cooperation, we erected the 
EXPO pavilion in Milan together and now 
we are designing a research centre. None 
of those projects could have come to fru-
ition if we hadn’t known each other with 
the help of that student contest and had 
there been no contact.

→ Mr. Chybík, it would be interesting for 
us to know what your general attitude 
is to modular architecture? What do you 
enjoy about it? What benefits do you see 
with regards to modular architecture, and 
on the contrary, possible disadvantages?  

Time savings are a huge advantage in 
the construction of modular units. We 
lived out this reality at the EXPO in Mi-
lan where the foundation was poured at 
the same time the pavilion modules were 
produced in Vizovice. Also the shape and 
space flexibility are very attractive. I see 
the current height limitations of the build-
ing as a possible disadvantage.

A Word from the Designers



We wish you 
a 2019 in which 
everything 
comes together.
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